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Mirebeau, on the frontier of Anjou, and was on the point
of capturing the aged queen, when John as suddenly
came up, surrounded and slaughtered his men, and took
the young leader prisoner.
This was on August 1, 1202. A few months later
Arthur, who had been first imprisoned at Falaise, was
reported to have died, and it was loudly asserted that
he had been slain by his uncle's hand. John, so William
the Breton told in the Philippid, had taken the boy out
with him alone from Rouen and rowed up the Seine,
suddenly plunged a sword into his body, and then,
rowing on again three miles in the dark night, thrown
the body into the river. Be this legend or true record,
nothing more was ever heard of Arthur.
The death of John's rival might seem to leave him
undisturbed in power. In reab'ty it was one more step
towards the triumph of King Philip. The French king
had never ceased his small expeditions on the frontier.
He now passed from the position of a leader in petty
skirmishes to that of the avenger of blood. Men
declared later that the court of peers had found John
guilty of murder, and sentenced him to death and for-
feiture. So Louis, King Philip's son, loudly proclaimed
in 1216 : but there is no evidence that any legal notice
was taken of the crime which all men believed to have
been committed. It was not yet indeed certain that
Arthur was dead. Philip's charters for some time
contain provisions for the preservation of his rights.
John's lands in Gaul were already forfeit. Philip
now only pressed the more strongly to snatch them
from his sway. He marched into Touraine, took Saumur,
and then went on to Aquitaine. One by one the great